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What in the World is an eBook?
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The short answer is, any conteobnverted toan electronic format andhen viewed onan
electronic deviceuch as a computer, PDA, or eBook viewerF 4 Sy OF £t £ SR |

This white paper (being only a few thousand words) is no more than a thumbnail sketch. It is not
comprehensive enough to teach the steps of creating a successful eBook project. To do that
requires lots more information and in many cases, the use of software ¢ some free and some
not. The overall goal is to illustrate in broad strokes, the entire spectrum of making and
marketing an eBook ¢ from conception to sales. If you are familiar with the creation of eBooks
and the software and tools necessary to be successful, you will already understand this
information.

In the content that follows, we answer the question, What in the worldk & | Y fr&m f&u | €

diverse vantage points:

f CNRY (0 KS pem@Ectivk StNdparson who downloads and reads an electronic

book;

From(i KS & Aullét SnNek3tanding the elements that make up a successful eBook;

Fromi KS LJdzo f A & K S N&eéailing dRe/crifefia f?@ fBrmatihgSdésigning and

(electronic) packaging of an eBook; and

 Fromd KS Y I Nievéoind dNiustrating the components of attracting consumers
and compelling them to order your eBook.
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(Most of us that are do-it-yourselfers perform all four of the aforementioned roles, as do we.)

FYl, we have been in the eBook development and marketing business for years and have
assembled several resources for people in your exact circumstance. After reading @ 2 K I 0
world is an eBookZ €ake the time to check out these resources ¢ again, some are free and some
not.

1. eBook Software Guide - (no charge) - our feature-by-feature comparison guide to the
top 11 eBook development software packages. Click here for access to
www.eBookSoftwareGuide.com.

2. "From Now To eBook" - ($19) - our own creation (in the form of a 16 page eBook) that
guides you through the necessary steps to bring your eBook to market quickly and
painlessly. It answers your questions about "what do | do next?" and "how do | do it?" It
includes the "Fast Track" system that will allow you to get published and selling in the
least amount of effort and time possible. For a closer look at From Now To eBook click
here now - www.FromNowToEbook.com.

3. Will Your eBook Fly? - (519) - will guide you through your decision-making with regard
to matching your eBook to your marketplace, choosing the right price point, creating a
marketing campaign that reaches your target audience, understanding what your
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competition is doing, and so on. Check out "Will Your eBook Fly? X fie 18 things you
absolutely must know before launching your eBook." Click here now for Will Your
eBook Fly? - www.WillYourEbookFly.com.

4. eBook Resource Center- (no charge) - want to see Scott and Andrew's complete list of
recommended eBook development products including security, eCovers, how-to's,
eCommerce and more? It lists all of the best resources we've found for building and
marketing your eProject. Click here now to visit www.eBookResourceCenter.com.

What in the world is an eBook from the NS | RP8rbpErtive?

CNRBY (GKS NBI R SaN&Baok thidsithy placedffa pridtkddbdok. It is an electronic
version of a book, manual, form, catalog, brochure, eMagazine, newsletter, etc. An eBook can
be viewed on your computer, an eBook reading device, and on different electronic portable
devices. Most eBooks can be printed from your inkjet or laser printer.

An eBook can be accessed many different ways on your computer. Some can be viewed online
in much the same way that you peruse any website. The page you are reading will be on your

aONBSyod ¢KSy e2dz gAtt Of A0l (KS aySE(l¢ odaitGzy

Another very popular waytoreadan S. 221 A& 6 A (K e (oftziicSleda T
dt 5C NJI&PDReNd idsoftware that opens an eBook on your computer so you can read
it. It has some features that make it easy to view including resizing the pages to your desired
magnification, adjusting the view so you can read pages side-by-side, several scrolling options
for turning the pages as you are reading, the ability to highlight certain text, view thumbnails
FYR Fdzi K2NDR&a 02 Y Yiiewelsarsl @IyARE Fao2f 2 yFa2 NJ 5TONES S
most popular free PDF viewer is the Adobe Reader. It is on 90+% of all computers and most
manufacturers include Adobe Reader s KSy (1 KSe& &aSff @&2dz I y &
viewer and want to download it at no charge, you can get it at www.adobe.com.

There are also other types of software used to read eBooks. These viewers almost always come
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F NNRA @Sa 2y @& 2dzNJ O diewéeddrhes Poii dowinNdd ad Hpdr éhe eBobk, the
viewer will install itself on your computer and present the eBook on the screen. (You will
actually be readingitA y (0 KS LJdzo f A dieéS. N A RSAaAA3IYIlF GSR

When it comes to viewing eBooks, you may be reading it from an online website or downloading
it to your computer first. If you read it online, whether it is on a website or through a proprietary
online viewer, you will need internet access when viewing the document. When the eBook is
designed to be downloaded, you will download and save it to a directory of your choosing; most
2FT0Sy avyeée R20dzyYSy i aé¢ 3.é HicR Snée fydu visdéto vidt, o Wil
double-click on its icon to open it ¢ just as you do any other document or program.

Lastly, your particular eBook might have a built-in security system designed to reduce fraud,
theft and plagiarism. When eBook security is in place, you will have to enter a username and/or
password to open the document. In some cases, even though you may have downloaded your
eBook to your computer, online access will be required for security authorization in order to
view it. (In some cases you will have to enter the username and password each time you want to
open your eBook and in others, you will need to enter that information just once.)
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Reading eBooks is pretty straightforward. But as the writer, publisher, and marketer, you need
know about the following things...

What in the world is an eBook from the wrill S bidglé?

The eBook writer chooses his/her content based on their reason for writing the eBook while
keeping their distribution goals in mind. First, figure out what you are writing. Is it a novel, a
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what you are writing, decide if you will charge money or distribute it for free; and if it is for local
or global distribution. , 2 daz€efl tb understand what your marketplace wants to consume.
Here are some examples:

If you are producing a novel, a collection of poetry, short stories or photographs, the length of
your eBook will be determined by your original content. It can be short or long based on what
you write and/or compile. The length and formatting norms for your eBook is much the same as
it is in printed materials. These types of books vary greatly in size.

LT @2dz ¢6lyld G2 &AKFINB @2dzNJ {y2¢6f SRIS dzaiy3a |
O2yaARSNI 6KSY GNRGAY 3 &2 dahhl akd.in&racliosal bg datBréandt 2 Q & £

will educate the reader in ways to make or improve something.

Example titles could sound like:

How to Build a Deck

How to Whiten Your Teeth

How to Make more Money

How to Write an eBook

How to Have a Better Life

How to Choose a Vacation Spot on the Cheap
and so on.
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distribution goals.

Gl 26 ¢ 2 éshoBd b2 @dseated in an easy to read format and the right length for the
reader to comfortably consume. The right amount of information is important, yet too much
detail can be the undoing of an otherwise successful eBook. For example, if you wanted to learn
Y2 NB | 02 dzigettifigStair@ dut odl yoér carpet, a 5-10 page eBook with instructions
about different type of stains, cleaners, and methods for removing the stains might be
appealing. A 50-100 page eBook on the same subject that included the chemical composition of
each of the cleaners might be too much to consume and would obscure the core information
you want your reader to have.

On the other hand, if you bought I &1 26 ¢2¢ | 62dzi OK22&aAy3
might be interested in the different locales including the history, culture, climate, dress,
currency, etc. of each destination. A minimalist information paper would not be as appealing as
a more comprehensive one in this case. Everything in your eBook should interest your reader
without any filler or fluff. In all cases, longer is not better. Being to the point is.

Additionally, when writing your eBook, you will want to keep the formatting and design in mind.
Besides having good content, a successful eBook needs to be easy to read (especially on
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computers) and formatted in an eye-appealing way. Uncomplicated formatting is more
readable. Having a simple design and a bit of artwork also adds to the readability.

When producingl y S. 221 F2NJ altS YR Yl &da RAAGNAOziA 2
¢C26 0 @2dzQft & yi ifdme@NSthndsSut from HINBaks ddfGicnilar K | {
LINE RdzOG & Ff NSFRe F2NJ alfS 2y (4KS &S dotireabldi NI (S 3
and subtitles that fully explain the product in the fewest possible words. The titles of our two

most recent eBooks demonstrate this:

From Now to eBook ...a simplified approach for bringing your eBook to market

and,

Will Your eBook Fly? ...the 18 things you absolutely must know before launching your eBook

In both of the above cases, the titles are @mind-catchingé Sy 2odz@dk the shopper@
attention and the subtitles perfectly describes the content.

Preparing (or publishing) your eBook for distribution is the next task on your list.

What in the world is an eBook from the LJdz0 f A pgoifit SfNEWS

The eBook LJdz0 f A go#l & hbler@ate a look and feel, select the delivery system for the
eBook including commerce and security, and prepare it for marketing. Once the content is all
set, the eBook needs to be designed, formatted, and set up for distribution.

Designing and formatting go hand-in-hand and determine how the overall eBook package looks

to the reader. It includes the cover design and how each page is laid out on the screen for

NBI RAY3Id ¢ KS Nz S A2YALI (BK de¥ao orRSTINIES Nbetwientiyd tbaf &S NAR 2 v/
lies the perfect solutiché | GG NI} OGA DS I NIig2NJ |tgiead pagey a A aii Sy
prevaill

As a means to this end, there are software packages and services to facilitate formatting and
design. As with everything else, solutions range from easy to complex, and inexpensive to costly.
We have researched lots of software and have assembled the best we can find at one of our
websites, www.eBookResourceCenter.com. There you will find more detailed explanations
about the complexity, cost, and utility of much of the software you may want to consider.

As an eBook publisher, be aware that the design and formatting of your eBook can also be done
for free without buying any software. You will need to learn what free software and strategies
to use in order to produce your eBook on the cheap. (Note that free software always has some
limitations and is not fully-featured.) To be self-serving, another one of our products (not free)
outlines software recommendations and the list of things a publisher and marketer needs to
consider when launching an eBook. The website is www.FromNowToEbook.com.

A major consideration in eBook publishing involves how to deliver the eBook that someone just
ordered whether online or by email. There are several software and hardware vehicles to
choose from, each with its advantages. They also range from free to costly and break down into
following major categories:

9 Will your eBook be createdusing a PC or a MAC?
9 Will your eBook be readon a PC, MAC, or be available to both PC and MAC users?

>
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9 Do you have the technical skill to use software to create a more advanced eBook or are
you looking to create something simple and direct?

9 Do you want to secure your eBook to limit access only to authorized users?

9 Do you want your eBook to be read only on a computer or also be readable on portable
viewers?

9 Do you want to control if the reader can copy or print your eBook?

9 Do you want your eBook to be displayed in a simple format or with active page-turning

features?
9 Will your eBook contain a lot of artwork, embedded video and/or audio?

Here are the most common formats used to publish eBooks. Your choice will govern the type of
software you will need in order to produce the final product.

PDF

PDF is the most common format for an eBook (PDF stands for Portable Document Format). PDF
was created as a standard to allow documents to be shared across the web and around the
world, using free viewers. It can be read and printed from most platforms including PC, MAC,
Sony eReader, Amazon Kindle, and most portable devices. PDF is the easiest for a consumer to
use, and has a host of security options. Formatting your eBook in PDF with images, links, sound,

and video is all possible depending on the software you use. With PDF however, your customers
gAff y20 3SG (KS & OKNINIATY 3G 2tE5iothdEBih &G ¢

There are both free and purchased programs that can convert your manuscript into a PDF
format. If you are interested in any security or theft protection, you will need to buy PDF
creation software that will allow print/copy/save controls, password protection, and the like.

EXE

9.9 &0l yRa T éBbdbks arSvirappadiizita-ad EXESférrdat for several purposes. The
first combines the eBook and its viewer into one download file in a manageable size. The EXE
format allows security and validation programs to run that ensure that the eBook is being
read/used/opened by an authorized reader (someone who has legally purchased it).

On the up side, EXE eBooks have smaller file size, have excellent security features, wrap the
eBook and viewer in one package, and are easy to install (usually sets up Icons and links on the
BASGSNRR RSailuz2Ld

On the down side, EXE files can only be created and used on PCs. EXEs specifically will not work
on Macintosh/Apple computers unless the user is running a version of Windows on their Mac.
Also, EXE downloads sometimes run into Firewall and/or Virus Protection software problems as
many viruses infect computers in EXE format.

EPUB

The International Digital Publishing Forum created the EPUB format based on Open Source
applications. There are 3 parts of an EPUB file that this group is trying to establish as accessible
universal platform for eBook delivery. The main difference between EPUB and PDF is that the
EPUB format will allow for eBook content to reflow and fit the screen size of the computer or
viewer that is being used.

To create an EPUB, you need to know how to use an HTML or XML program that will create the
code to translate into the EPUB format. We have found little software that will do this for you.

2 NJ & LJt




There are some services that provide this service for you but they are geared towards large
companies with thousands to invest in eBook creation.

At this time, with the Adobe Reader so prevalent and EPUB creation software so scarce and
complex, we are hard pressed to advocate the EPUB standard for a while to come.

EBK

EBK is a proprietary format created by eBookPro. EBK files have their own viewer which can be
installed with the eBook (using an EXE file format) or downloaded separately. eBookPro
software has marketing tools such as try before you buy, viral marketing features, security from
theft, affiliate marketing, and the like, making it a very comprehensive approach to eBook
creation and marketing. It does however have the same limitations as listed elsewhere ¢ it
R2Say Qi 62N] 2y | avViewd, caNEulj idrd fikdwall/vidus prdtectidh
problems.

DNL

DNL is created by and is the proprietary format of Desktop Author and allows for eBooks to have
realistic page turning capability. DNLs are created and edited using Desktop Author. DNL files
are delivered as a DNL but you must install the viewer on your computer (just like you have
Adobe PDF Reader already installed). Alternatively you can get the files in EXE format where the
eBook and the viewer are both attached to your web browser for viewing.

This format is becoming somewhat more commonplace as publishers like the virtual page
turning capabilities and the security tools with the DNL format are very strong. But the problems
with EXE files listed in the EXE section will apply to the EXE versions. Through recent
advancements, EXE and DNL software will now work on Intel based MAC computers booted in
Windows mode or running PC emulation software such as Parallels or Bootcamp.

TXT
TXT files deliver plain text eBooks with no formatting. They produce a very small file size but do
not have security, content protection, or specialized viewers available.

AZW (Amazon Kindle)

Amazon has created its own eBook format for delivering its large inventory of books for online
consumption. You will not see the AZW format anywhere else because of the proprietary
nature. Since ! Y I T 2Bbd&ksiare downloaded directly from Amazon to your Kindle, you will
never see the actual file. Y A Y Rséc&ify & top notch. The formatting is approximately as
flexible as a PDF or Microsoft Word can create.

Note: There are a host of other formats with complicated software and processes that are very

NJ

insignificant in the marketplace with very few users. We recommend avoiding them.| S NB Q &

in case you are curious:

9 OPF ¢ this is an Open eBook Package Format. Another free viewer similar to Adobe
Reader that uses XML as its underlying technology.

9 .tr2 (TombRaider)

9 Flip Book (very realistic book flipping technology. The eBook is never downloaded. It

exists on a web server and essentially functions as a mini-website with page flipping

ability.)

.fb2 (a small proprietary viewer is required; small market of users)

.pdb (for Palm Digital Media books)

it (format that is ready only by Microsoft Reader)
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T .pkg (only used with the Apple Newton Reader and hardware)
9 .prc or .mobi (format for cell phone or mobile device reading)

Once you have written, designed and published your eBook, all that remains is getting it into the
hands of your consumers. Marketing your eBook is the last remaining step.

What in the world is an eBook from the Y I NJ| Svie®pddix#

Much of the workload of a successful eBook project falls on the shoulders of the marketer.
ldadzYAy3d GKIFIG GKS O2yGSyidx fle2dzi FyRthkRSaAIY
consumers, attract them to your eBook, and offer compelling reasons for them to order it. This

is no small task.

Finding customers can be accomplished through your own resources (you own mailing lists, web

pages, blogs, newsletters etc.), collaboration by dz& Ay 3 2 G KSNJ LIS2 L SQ&a N
lists, web pages, blogs, newsletters, etc.), and outreach marketing. Using other LS2Lx SQ
resources is a highly leveraged way to extend your reach, but be prepared to pay advertising

fees and/or a percentage of sales for access to their customers.

Bar:
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that people use to search for information on a topic. For example, as you know, we are in the

eBook marketing business. Some of our keywords are:

 eBook

1 eBook publishing
I eBook software

T making an eBook
1 selling eBooks; etc.

When someone searches on these words, our pay-per-click ads will display on the results page.
The higher we bid, the closer to the top of the list of paid ads ours will appear. We pay a fee
every time someone clicks on one of our ads. The ad brings the searcher to one of our home
pages. The home page does all of the work to capture the sale.

Using a pay-per-click campaign includes deciding which search engines to use (Google, yahoo,
MSN, etc.). You should prepare a budget to control your pay-per-click spending, and then of
course analyze the results. Statistical analysis is important in order to guide your project to
profitability. For example, (although it did not start this way), through statistical analysis, we
now know that every time we spend $1 on pay-per-click advertising, we will get a return of
more than $1. This is an enviable circumstance to have.

You should expect to adjust your keyword selection and ad content until you find the
combination that gives you the best results. Creating a home page on which to sell your
products is desirable but not necessary. Many online ads go directly to a checkout cart from an
eCommerce provider. eCommerce providers supply the platform from which you will collect
money and authorize distribution of your eBook. This process is identical to your personal
experience when purchasing online (from Amazon.com for example). There are both free and
fee-based eCommerce providers accessible to the eBook marketer such as PayPal, ClickBank,
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and 1ShoppingCart, to name a few. Their descriptions can be found at
www.eBookResourceCenter.com.

Aside from the basic marketing overview listed here, there are dozens of other avenues to
increase sales such as:

Posting your eBook for sale on eBook websites
Creating a newsletter around your eBook topic
Affiliate marketing

Banner ads

Writing articles

Search Engine Optimization

Webinars

Podcasts

Offering a free chapter or preview
YR Ylyeé Y2NBX
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In conclusion, we find writing, publishing, and marketing eBooks fun and profitable yet
recognize that it remains a mountain to climb until you learn how. Once your eBook is written,
getting it successfully to market is another challenge. To meet the needs of thousands of our

own customers, we wrote a guide to help eBook marketers figure out how they can launch their
LINE RdzOG&ad LG A& OF t.fhé&1R things ok abdolutely 2riet kn&bedrd |
launching your eBooké L F @2dz g 2dzf R f At Jydd cafiview hofelinfddhatidnz NB
at www.WillYourEbookFly.com.

We hope that you now have a better understanding of what an eBook is. Be encouraged that
writing and producing one is very doable. We did it and so can you.

And as always, we wish you the best of luck with your eBook project.

Scott and Andrew

© Copyright 2009-2010 by Almisco.com LLC
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